COURSE ORGANIZER – AP STATISTICS
Teacher: Tami Elsey

telseyos@olatheschools.org
School Phone Number: 780-7160 room 1013
www.elsey.weebly.com
TEXT: @fcb49k    TO: 81010  for class text messages

Teacher’s Note:

Welcome to AP Statistics!  Statistics is the science of producing useful data to address a research question, analyzing the resulting data, and drawing appropriate conclusions. It is unlike any math class you have had before: more analyzing and interpreting, and less computation.  We will use labs, experiments, case studies, past AP exam problems and simulations using statistical applets and computer software to help us master the subject. A TI-84 plus calculator will be used to assist with each of the statistics tests, so please purchase or rent a calculator. (Mrs. Otroszko will rent calculators for $20 in room 1009 before or after school.)  Statistics is all about communicating data patterns, so please feel free to ask questions and add your observations as we progress through the course!  I have given a brief overview of materials needed and grading outlines for the course.  A copy of the AP syllabus that is filed with College Board is located on my website. The AP Statistics test is scheduled for Friday, May 15th from noon to 4pm. Students will register by November 15 this fall (this is new this year). The cost is $94. A new AP practice site is now available to all statistics students which we will use to help us further prepare for the exam. The exam will fall on the Friday prior to graduation weekend, so it will not interfere with other finals. We will be well practiced for it by then! Additionally, College Now credit for Statistics through Johnson County Community College is also available. You will need to qualify by successfully completing the math placement test or by earning a 23 on the math section of the ACT exam. You will need to enroll within the next two weeks. College Now course numbers are located on a separate document from the counselor’s office.
Materials: Textbook/ebook (accessed via bookshelf or website)
Shared Google drive Handouts

Applets (smart phone and laptop compatible)
AP Classroom resources (online)

3 Ring Notebook (for handouts and notes)


TI-84 plus (silver edition preferred) 
Colored pencils/pens (optional)
Grading:


Homework & Note Guides

10%

Quizzes, Group Projects, Labs

30%

Tests & Individual Projects

60%


Homework:

Some units will have more homework assignments than others and most homework assignments will be short in length. The assignment for each day will be posted on the sidewall of the classroom, on the shared google drive, and/or on my website calendar. A ‘rough draft’ syllabus of the units’ assignments will be distributed at the beginning of each chapter. Each assignment should be completed for the next class day. Though the solutions to some of the problems ‘may’ be provided to the student in advance, the purpose of homework is for you to understand “how” to solve the problems.  No credit will be given for a ‘list’ of answers.  Many questions ask you to interpret statistical values, so written communication is very important in this course.  Please turn in assignments by placing them in your individual file folder in the box for your class period. I will grade, record and replace them in your folder so you will have them to prepare for quizzes and exams.  ** If you are absent, you have two days to complete make-up work for each day you missed.

Quizzes:

There will be 2 or 3 short individual quizzes per unit focusing on skills and vocabulary. Additionally, there will be at least one partner quiz featuring AP free response style questions which require analysis. These quizzes great opportunities to discuss concepts and prepare for exams. All students must take each quiz on the day it is given unless they are absent on that day or the day immediately preceding it. If you are absent, you may make up the quiz during Falcon50A,  after school, or during seminar. 
Projects & Labs:


A few individual and several small group projects will be assigned as in-class and homework activities.  Points will vary based on the projects’ length.  As a group, we will do many hands on examples and simulations during class. Computer applets and software will also be used to compare the results of probability with experimental data. Attendance is very important, but if you are absent, please see the teacher to set up a time to make up the missed activity.
AP Test Prep:

Practice answering both open-ended and multiple choice practice questions for the AP test will begin about a month into the course. Question banks on the AP Classroom website will be very helpful.  Both types of questions will be included on all tests and most quizzes.  I will score the questions using the same rubric used by AP test readers, so students will know how they are progressing.  Most of the month of April will be devoted to comprehensive problem solving and AP test prep. Students will be required to take one complete AP practice exam during mid-April. (This will be scored and curved and will count as a test grade.) In addition, I will offer multiple evening study sessions throughout the month of April. Students who have taken advantage of this extra practice have benefitted greatly at exam time.
Tests:


There will be a test approximately every 3 weeks.  Tests can be made up on Monday through Thursday after school, during two Falcon50 periods or during seminar period. If you were absent the day before the test, but present prior to that day, you will be expected to take the test. Grades will be posted on Studentvue within two school days following each exam.  **Attendance is very important!! …especially on block days!!!  If you miss a block session, you will have missed main concepts and projects that can only be done during extended class periods.

Seminar:

I will be available for extra help or to make-up tests/quizzes during Falcon50A, after school, and during seminar periods in room 1013.  On Thursday mornings I will not be available to help students since I have supervisory duties during that time period. 

Guidelines:

1. I expect respectful, adult behavior at all times.  Please use appropriate language in my class.  (I reserve the right to judge if something is inappropriate.)  Consequences resulting from disrespectful behavior can include detentions, phone calls home, and office referrals.

2. You may bring water to class if it is in a bottle with a lid. 
3. You are expected to arrive to class on time. The building tardy policy guidelines will be followed.

4. No playing of music devices during class (unless the lab calls for it). Smart phones and laptops can be used to access data and simulation applets. Game playing and texting is not allowed. Please use all electronics respectfully and responsibly.
5. Do not work on assignments from other classes or read other materials prior to completing the assignment for our class.

6. Do not cheat! If I ask for your own individual work, that is what I want to see. There will be many times when collaboration is required, but during a test is not one of those times.
7. All school policies will be followed as explained in the student handbook and as amended by the faculty. (Note: One of our policies is that students may not wear a hat during the school day.)
COMPARING COLLEGE NOW TO THE AP EXAM
Olathe South High School: AP Statistics

This is a weighted credit on the high school transcript, meaning all students earning a C or higher will receive 0.05 added to their weighted high school GPA at the end of EACH semester. Prerequisite to take AP Statistics is successful completion of College Algebra.

There are TWO ways to receive COLLEGE credit for is course. Either enroll in MATH 181 Statistics through the College Now program at Johnson County Community College (within the next 2 weeks), or sign up in the spring to take the National AP Exam for AP Statistics on the afternoon of May 15, 2020. I have attempted to outline the pros and cons of each choice below.
	Credit by AP Exam
	Credit through JCCC (College Now)

	Price: $98.00 (lower fee if student qualifies for free/reduced lunch program)
	Price: $93/credit hour. MATH 181 is a 3 credit hour course, so the fee is $279.00.


	Payment Deadline: The deadlines are earlier this year. ~ November 4, 2019
Late Registration deadline: Mar. 13, 2020 

~ $98 + $40 late fee

Unused or Canceled test: $40 fee (the $58 can be reimbursed with letter to Counselor: A. Brown)
	Enrollment and Payment Deadline: 
September 13, 2019
(Application and ACT submission deadline: August 30, 2019)



	Pre-requisites: None
	Pre-requisites: Application to JCCC (free), and a score of 23 on Math Section of the ACT or successful passing of the ACCUPLACER or C or higher in College Algebra or above from JCCC. 


	Website: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers corner/index.html
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-statistics/exam?course=ap-statistics

	Website:

http://www.jccc.edu/admissions/high-school/college-now/calendar.html
http://www.jccc.edu/admissions/early-college/_files/college-now-enroll.pdf

	How College Grade is Determined:

Take AP National Exam on May 15, 2020 at noon locally. Exams are nationally graded and scored on a 5:4:3:2:1 scale.

	 How College Grade is Determined: JCCC transcript, Mrs. Elsey is teacher of MATH 181, 40% 1st Semester percentage, 40% 2nd Semester percentage, 20% JCCC Final Exam

	Ability to Transfer to 2 or 4 year Colleges: For most colleges, scores of 3 or higher will award college credit for the 1st Statistics course at that school. (Check with your college for exact information.)

	Ability to Transfer to 2 or 4 year Colleges:

Transfers to most state schools and many private ones as credit for the first Statistics course offered at that school. (A few selective colleges will not accept junior college coursework. Emporia State may only transfer this class as elective credit.)


	Final Exam: The Practice AP Final will count as the course final (providing the National AP Exam is also completed). The JCCC final may also be taken if desired.

	Final Exam: Students will take the JCCC MATH 181 final during their senior finals testing period. Mrs. Elsey will grade it. All students opting NOT to receive college credit will also take the JCCC final for their high school final, as this is the approved district final for the course.


Things to Consider in Your Decision:

1. If your student knows which college they want to attend, check with that college’s website to see what scores they will accept on the AP exam and what their College Now policies are. K-State accepts College Now scores as credit, but assigns some AP scores grades. KU is different. Some ‘fancy selective’ colleges will not take JCCC credit (for example Davidson, Washington and Lee, etc.) The Air Force Academy will not accept AP scores. It never hurts to check.

2. What math class did your student take last year? Would they perform better basing their grade on a whole year’s worth of work or would they rather get a grade based on your cumulative knowledge on the end of the year exam? (I have had a LOT of success with the AP Exam. If students are willing to practice, ask questions, and persevere when learning new material, they will be very proud of themselves when this course ends.) 
3. Is money an issue? The AP exam is 1/3rd the price of JCCC.

Please feel free to contact me at telseyos@olatheschools.org to discuss any questions you have for your particular student. 

