COURSE ORGANIZER - ALGEBRA III/TRIG
Teacher : Tami Elsey

telseyos@olatheschools.org
School Phone Number: 780-7160 room 1013
www.elsey.weebly.com
TEXT: @bd2e7ff   TO: 81010 for class text messages
About the Course:


Algebra III is designed to prepare students for College Algebra. Students will further explore quadratic, polynomial, logarithmic and exponential equations that were introduced in Algebra II.  Conic sections, radical functions, and rational functions will be studied in greater depth, and additionally, students will explore the new fields of triangular and rotational trigonometry and statistics. Emphasis will be placed on applying algebraic and graphing skills to solve real world problems stressing the interrelationship between mathematical concepts.

Materials:


Students will need a notebook for math notes and handouts (a 3-ring may work best), paper and pencil for homework, a set of 3 or 4 different colored pens for note taking, laptop and a Graphing Calculator TI-83 plus or TI-84 plus.  (See Mrs. Otroszko in room 1009 if you are interested in renting a calculator, $20/yr.)

Grading:


Grades will be weighted as follows:


10%

Homework

30%

Quizzes and Projects

60%

Tests

Homework:

The assignment for the day will be posted on sidewall of the classroom and a calendar containing a ‘rough draft’ of assignments will be posted on my website at the beginning of each unit. Additionally all assignments can be downloaded from the website calendar at www.elsey.weebly.com.
· Daily assignments are started in class and could take up to 20 minutes after class to complete. Each assignment should be completed for the next class day.
· Deltamath.com, Masteryconnect.com, teachers.desmos.com, and similar websites will be used for guided practice during class and for some homework and quiz assignments.
· Each assignment is worth 5 points and is scored on accuracy and completion.

· Show your work on all assignments. The purpose of assignment & practice is for you to understand “how” to solve the problems.  No credit will be given for a “list of answers”. 

· I will mark finished assignments as complete at the beginning of each class period and assignments should be placed in student folders for recording. Assignments that were marked as completed on time will receive bonus points.

**  If you are absent, you have two days to complete make-up work for each day you missed.
Quizzes:

· There will be two kinds of quizzes: individual and partner quizzes.
· There will be a one or two short quizzes each week either on computer or paper-pencil.
· You will usually be notified of these well in advance.

· If you miss a quiz due to an absence, make arrangements with me to make it up prior to the exam. I am available during Falcon50A, seminar or after school.
· One quiz may be retaken each quarter.  The retake must be completed prior to the exam.
Projects:

Small group projects and labs will also be counted as quiz grades. These provide good opportunities to communicate and discuss the concepts you are learning and work together to insure accurate results. 
Tests: 
· Exams will be given at the conclusion of each unit of study approximately every 3 weeks.
· If you are absent on an exam day, make arrangements with me to make it up. If you are absent the day prior to an exam, you must make arrangements to take the exam within 2 days upon returning to class. An exam must be made up before the next exam or it will be recorded as a zero. Tests can be made up Monday through Thursday after school or during seminar period. (Falcon50A may be a testing option depending on the length of the test.)
· Exam dates are announced in class and posted on my website.
**Attendance is very important!! …especially on block days!!! Engaging in class activities is equally important! These two things: attendance and engagement are the best ways to insure your success in this class!  If you miss a block session, you will have missed main concepts and projects that can only be done during extended class periods.

Seminar:

I will be available for extra help or to make-up tests/quizzes during Falcon50A, after school and during seminar periods in room 1013.  On Thursday mornings I will not be available to help students since I have supervision duties during that time period. 

Guidelines:
1. I expect respectful, adult behavior at all times.  Please use appropriate language in my class.  (I reserve the right to judge if something is inappropriate.)  Consequences resulting from disrespectful behavior can include detentions, phone calls home, and office referrals.

2. You may bring water to class if it is in a bottle with a lid. 
3. You are expected to arrive to class on time. The new building tardy policy guidelines will be followed.

4. No playing of music devices during class (unless the lab calls for it). Smart phones can be used to access data and simulation applets. Game playing and texting is not allowed. Please use all electronics respectfully and responsibly.
5. Refrain from working on assignments from other classes or reading other materials prior to completing the assignment for our class.

6. Do not cheat! If I ask for your own individual work, that is what I want to see.
7. All school policies will be followed as explained in the student handbook and as amended by the faculty. (Note: One of our policies is that students may not wear a hat during the school day.)
Note to Students:


These general guidelines are intended to provide a safe, comfortable learning environment for all of us. Please come speak with me if there is any way I can help in making your learning experience in this class more beneficial. My door is always open. Let’s work together to make this a great school year.
I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO GETTING TO KNOW EACH OF YOU!( 
